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NO INCOME TAX!
Libertarians Lead The
Way in the Tennessee
Anti-Income Tax Fight

Libertarians at the anti-income tax rally - Bicentennial Mall, Nashville

By Steve Trinward

NASHVILLE, TN – They came from all over the state
Tennessee. They waved flags and carried signs; they wore
“No Income Tax” stickers, buttons and symbolic tea-bags.
They cheered the speakers, gobbled down the free barbecue
and hot dogs, and reveled in the knowledge that they were
doing something constructive for their future, and that of
their children

An estimated crowd of some 6,000 men, women and children
gathered on Saturday mid-morning at Nashville’s Bicentennial
Mall Amphitheater, with the towering edifice of the State
House rising ominously in the background. They were there
for a sort of “pep rally,” to muster the troops for the “big
game” on Tuesday, and to send a message to Tennessee
Governor Don Sundquist and his State Assembly allies that
their tax-and-spend days may be over for good.

They stood and sat proudly together, emphatically
demonstrating that the Volunteer State will not tolerate the
imposition of a state income tax … or any of the other
methods being proposed to avoid fiscal responsibility in the
state budget. And they vowed to be there down at Legislative
Plaza on Tuesday, honking horns and waving signs and
teabags all over again, to make sure some backsliding
legislators don’t chicken out and fail to override Sundquist’s
veto of the state budget.

All this, despite (a) a hot, sticky August late-morning; (b) the
head-to-head competition, not two miles away across the
river, with a Tennessee Titans NFL scrimmage with the
Indianapolis Colts (and UT alumnus and star quarterback
Peyton Manning); and (c) any number of other perfectly
good reasons to avoid civic participation and the stifling heat.

The crowd ranged from infants in strollers, to preteens and
teens, to working adults of all stripes, to retired grandparents
seeking justice for the next generation. There were also a
number of complete families showing their colors. “I brought
the kids out here today,” said one attending father to another
gentleman, as they waited in line for the free barbecue and
hot dogs, “so they could see what civil liberties, and the right
to peacefully protest and challenge the government, is all

about! They get a civics lesson, and can see that there is a purpose in all
of this.”

Prior to the start, there was some concern about the turnout. Sen. Marsha
Blackburn (R-Brentwood), the keynote speaker for the event, has been
among the most tireless leaders of the fight within the Senate to keep the
income tax advocates at bay. This day, tentatively predicting victory on
the upcoming veto-override vote on Tuesday, she emphasized the role
the rally might play: “Today is very important, for people to see that there
are thousands of citizens who believe in freedom, and that, just as 200
years ago they were fighting for justice, so are we today!”

The featured speakers and bright sunshine may have drawn some people
to the Mall, but it was the issue that got most of them there. Signs, T-
shirts, buttons and stickers told the story: “Reduce State Spending, Not
My Family’s Take Home Pay” … “Take This Tax and Shove It Where the
SUNdquist Don’t Shine” (multiple copies of this one were being distributed).
Others were even clearer about their convictions: “It’s the Spending,
Stupid!” ... “It’s our money, not the Governor’s” … “I came from (TX flag)
to help fight {TN flag} taxes.”

Cont: http://www.sierratimes.com/archive/files/aug/05/artn080501.htm
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NO INCOME TAX!
Join the Libertarian Party
Conversations about Libertarianism with neighbors, friends and
others sometimes creates the perfect scenario for obtaining new
members. Use this membership form for those occasions.

❏ I wish to join the LIBERTARIAN PARTY.
I understand that under the Unified Membership Plan, I 
become a State Member as well as a National Member.

❏ $25 Basic
❏ $100 Sustaining
❏ $250 Sponsor
❏ $500 Patron
❏ $1,000 Life Member

_____________________________________________
Signature

Please make check payable to: The Libertarian Party

Please include your Name, Mailing Address, Phone No.
E-mail (optional), and Occupation (FEC requires that we ask)

The Libertarian Party of Tennessee
   P.O. Box 2131
       Brentwood, TN  37024-2131

Bulk Rate
Non-Profit

U.S. Postage
PAID

Permit 0022
Hermitage, TN

“I hereby certify that I do
not believe in or advocate
the initiation of force as
a means of achieving
political or social goals.”

From The Chair...

More and more news media, including print, radio, and television,
are calling me asking for the Libertarian point of view. Some members
of the media are saying privately that they agree with our positions.
 We spent more than two years developing a friendly relationship
with the various media and this was the payoff!

I think this moral victory, and the credit we received for it in the
Tennessee media, may give other state parties hope that they can
be effective by using methods and issues unique to their situations.
 It's all grassroots and nothing else works as well.  Protests and
other such activities can be very effective as well as fun, and it is
in this type of atmosphere that we will most likely be able to more
successfully run candidates.

This is what I refer to as plowing the field and planting the seeds.
They will grow.  Just be patient.

Yours in Liberty,
Richard

By: Richard E. Pearl, Sr.  Ed.D. Chair:  LP of Tennessee
Dear Friends,

By now you are probably aware of what happened here in
Tennessee during this legislative session.  The Libertarian Party
of Tennessee was instrumental in helping block the imposition of
an income tax on the people of Tennessee... and best of all, we
got the credit!

Steve Gill, the most popular, WWTN morning talk show host in
Tennessee, has stated repeatedly on the air that "I can say without
hesitation, that if it were not for the support of the Libertarian
volunteers on the protest line, we would probably have an income
tax today." He, and other disaffected Republicans, attended our
Davidson County (Nashville) meeting this month and were
"impressed." One high ranking Republican told me, while we stood
on the protest line, that he would be sending in his membership
money to the LP this month because he was fed up with the
Republican Party!  They also attended our "Victory Celebration"
at a Nashville watering hole.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Great Rates & Programs for
Refinancing & Purchases

Monte B. Carroll
Loan Officer and LPTN State Treasurer

Phone: 615.221.4181
Pager: 615.951-0435



The Blount Co. LP was reorganized following the Nov. 2000 election,
and immediately began holding monthly meetings.

We have had a wonderful lineup of guest speakers so far including State
Chair Richard Pearl, Sullivan Co. Chair Gary Melvin, former LP
Congressional candidate Greg Samples, and State Vice-Chair Ray
Ledford. These speakers have done a wonderful job of explaining the
libertarian point of view on issues such as church and state, taxation,
and abortion. The complete list of speakers and topics can be seen at
www.lptn.org/blount.

The Blount LP endorsed and actively supported John Wollack for Maryville
City Council (nonpartisan race).  John did not win, but did receive 7%
of the vote in a 4-way race. The Blount LP is now recruiting candidates
for various races in the 2002 elections.

The Blount LP continues to gain publicity and support by frequently
having letters to the editor in the newspaper and appearing on our local
radio station. However, the most effective method of increasing support
and membership is by following the LPTN Plan for Growth -- going door
to door to talk to voters.

Kevin Rowland, Chair, Blount LP
1420 O'Leary Lane, Maryville, TN  37803-3124
865-681-856, KevinJRowland@mindspring.com

Libertarian campaigns throughout the country have a new resource for
training and support, and it called the Libertarian Victory Fund!

The Libertarian Victory Fund (LVF) is a new political action committee
designed to target, train, and support quality Libertarian campaigns for
winnable local office.

Established in February, the LVF has already begun making a difference
for local candidates. In just a few months, the new PAC has already
supported two winning local campaigns, sent five campaign activists to
professional training schools, and distributed over 120 copies of a free
campaign training manual to Libertarians throughout the country. Quite
an impressive start!

The LVF was founded by Chris Azzaro of Las Vegas, Nevada, who
currently serves as the Executive Director of the organization. Azzaro is
the former state director of the Nevada Libertarian Party, and is perhaps
best known as the campaign manager for James Dan's record-breaking
state assembly campaign last year.

A star-studded advisory board has been assembled to provide expertise
in supporting local campaigns. The board consists of some of the most
successful Libertarian candidates in the entire party, such as Mayor
Bonnie Flickinger (Moreno Valley, CA), Sheriff Bill Masters (San Miguel
County, CO), and County Commissioner Trudy Austin (Morgan County,
TN).

One of the main goals of the Libertarian Victory Fund is to target the
most winnable Libertarian campaigns in the country, and provide enough
support to boost them to victory. This is done through direct contributions,
and independent expenditures on behalf of the campaigns.

Two of the biggest accomplishments for the LVF thus far have been
David Atkinson's victory for the Board of Selectmen in Provincetown,
MA, and Jeff Steinport's huge win for School Board in Grand Rapids, MI.

In addition to the campaign support, the LVF also provides all-expenses-
paid scholarships to some of the best professional campaign training
schools in the country. Five Libertarian candidates and campaign managers
have already been given scholarships this year, and they hope to provide
even more in the coming months.

New Resource for Libertarian Candidates
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The Libertarian Victory Fund has published a 15 page guide to
running effective campaigns for local office. The manual covers
the all the basics in a concise, easy to read format. This publication
is being offered free-of-charge to Libertarian candidates and
campaign activists, and over 120 copies have already been
distributed throughout the country! If you are a Libertarian candidate
or campaign activist and you would like a FREE copy of this
publication, please write to the address above or e-mail a request
to: Director@LibertarianVictoryFund.com.

The LVF is currently working to raise funds to support campaigns
in upcoming local elections this November. So if you are someone
who wants to see more Libertarian victories at the local level,
please consider supporting the Libertarian Victory Fund today!
You'll be glad you did!

We all know  just how important it is to continue electing more
and more Libertarians to local offices around the country... and
that's exactly what the Libertarian Victory Fund is all about!
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VOTE
www.LibertarianVictoryFund.com

The Libertarian
     Victory Fund

702-657-6573

Empowering Libertarian
         candidates with the
            tools they need to win!

For More Information:

Libertarian Victory Fund,
1306 West Craig Rd. #158,
North Las Vegas, NV 89032

The VOF is published quarterly by the Libertarian Party of Tennessee.
The publication is also available online, in PDF format at www.lptn.org.
Comments, advertising or suggestions welcome. Please contact:

VOICE OF FREEDOM, C/O Terry Thornhill, Publisher
7263 Old Cox Pike, Fairview, TN 37062

615-799-9879, Fax: 615-799-9869
vof@bigdotonline.com
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Charles Wilhoit Announces
Gubernatorial Candidacy

MARYVILLE -- Captain Charles Wilhoit, U.S.
Navy, Retired, a resident of the Townsend
area, announced his candidacy for Tennessee
governor on July 31 at the Maryville Municipal
Building.

Wilhoit will be the first Libertarian candidate
to enter the race for governor. The Libertarian
Party will officially select its candidate at its
state convention next spring. The general
election is in November 2002.Capt. Charles Wilhoit

To volunteer or make a contribution, contact Kevin Rowland,
Blount County (see Feature County: Blount article, left).
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