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Remembering Richard Pearl

Richard Pearl Sr.,

Richard Pearl Sr., former LP state chair in
Tennessee, passed away after a "brief, yet
brave" fight with lung cancer.

On the afternoon of May 5, the 54-year-old Pearl
died peacefully in his sleep, after struggling
with theillness since it was diagnosed in April,
2002.

Pearl was elected LP state chair in April 2000,
and again in March 2001. An LP member since
1994, Pearl organized the Libertarian Party of
Rutherford County in 1999.

A Tennessee resident since 1975, Pear| earned
aB.A., M.A., and an Ed.D. in psychology. He
leaves behind a daughter, TJ; a son, Richard
Jr.; a girlfriend, Desiree; and several
grandchildren.
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Eulogy for Richard Pearl, Sr., May 7, 2002

We have all heard today of the political Richard, but there was another side to
Richard, a fun side. I'd like to quote a part of one of Richard's favorite songs, "A
Pirate Looks At Forty," by Jimmy Buffett:

"Yes, | am a pirate two hundred years too late. The cannons don't thunder there's
nothin' to plunder, I'm an over forty victim of fate, Arriving too late, arriving too late."

Richard may have been a Buffett-style pirate, but he didn't come too late. He was
right on time.

All of us here today have had our lives enriched by Richard. He has inspired us,
and continues to do so. He has challenged us, and we continue to rise up to those
challenges. He has taught us, and we have learned.

He has left us - far too soon - and even as we mourn him, we are also celebrating
his life, his legacy, and his incredible wealth. But his wealth wasn't a material
wealth, though, but rather a wealth of friends and family, colleagues and co-workers,
support and love.

I am grateful for this chance to know Richard and for the chance to carry him in
my heart for the rest of my days.
By Ray Ledford

| paid Richard what | consider to be the ultimate compliment at the LP National
Convention. | said we miss Richard, but we don't miss his leadership. | mean this
in the best possible way. Richard was a bottom-up, grassroots leader. He inspired
all of us to lead ourselves. When he passed away, we took the anti-tax battle to
the streets just as if he was there. If you remember his campaign speech at the
2001 state convention, he said if he was reelected to the state chairmanship he
would do nothing. ...And he did nothing so well.

Joey King, Secretary, LPTN

Aubrey and | saw The Lord of the Rings for the second time last night.

As the gentle wizard Gandolf fell into the abyss entangled by the
balrog's flaming whip, | could think of nothing but Richard.

It as if Tolkien had known Richard and used him as a model for the
wanderer of Middle Earth who always appeared when needed most, in times
of greatest need. A man of great personal power who had forsaken the
power this world offered - to do what was right - no great ivory towers
for Richard Pearl from which to contemplate the world beneath no
Isengaurd from which to issue edicts, just a swift horse and the endless
roads at the end of each someone who needed his help.

| like to think that | have known Richard well but know that | should
have known him better. Pay close attention with whom you share the road
less you walk unaware shoulder to shoulder with legend.

We cannot linger. These woods will be swarming with Orcs by nightfall.

By John Sebastian
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News From The Tennessee Delegation...
well, sort of:

By now, most probably know what transpired at the 2002 Libertarian
National Convention, and if not, this info is readily-available at the
National LP website, www.Ip.org.

It's the following, that you will not find there! This | include in this
issue of the VOF, fully-aware that this is far from “hard news,” but
more of an amusing editorial in nature and worthy of inclusion,
nonetheless. Having said this, enjoy:

This little bit of spontaneous guerilla politics became rather quickly
known as the "meat shake."

By John Sebastian

| wish to preface this by saying the action was crude, obnoxious and
probably not-called-for. In short, | make no apologies.

The scene:

A ball room at the Marriot in downtown Indianapolis during the
Libertarian Party's opening night reception for the 2002 National
Convention. All sorts of yummy foodstuffs are available for our and
in this case my consumption. In particular is a roast of beef prepared
in the rare bloody and most succulent manner that | have determined
through years of careful research is not only one of the most healthy
but most tasty of dishes for human consumption.

After collecting a reasonable pile of this fine juicy meat upon a plate,
and deciding that as | would be standing and talking to folks | would
consume this rare delight with my fingers. | am dressed in shorts
hiking boots and a white T-shirt with a large blue and red logo on the
back that proclaims in a large font "BEEF - Nutrients that Work As
Hard as You Do!

The action:

Having maneuvered to the center of the ballroom just before the doors
- scanning for someone with whom to make scintillating libertarian
conversation with - who comes bounding through the doors, barreling
straight towards me but Eli Israel candidate for national distributor of
profitable contracts, Chair that is. Hand outstretched, "Hi | am Eli
Israel and I'm running for National Chair - | can count on your support.”

Notice there is no - "would you support me?" or "I'd like you to consider

The Bradley County Libertarian Party
recently recognized the outstanding work
of the newest editor of their newsletter,
The Bradley Libertarian, Beth Presswood.

Beth came to the BCLP by way of last
year's tax protests in Nashville, and is
already more politically aware and active
than other 17-year-olds. "l wish I'd been
more like her when | was seventeen,"
the BCLP chair, Ray Ledford, told the
VOF. "She's an inspiration."

The Bradley Libertarian Party meets on
the 2nd Thursday of each month at the

Beth Presswood. Bradley County Courthouse.

supporting me" nor "here is why | think you should support me" but
only an arrogant assumption that | am going to support Good old
Eli cause well because Eli is the anointed one | guess.

Needles to say, | am not impressed as Eli looks over my dress and
plate of rare meat, | got the impression that the felling was mutual.

"Haven't committed" | lied, but | always do when I'm a delegate
usually | know pretty well who and what | am going to support or |
would not be spending all this time and money at a damn fool
convention would 1?

"Why should | support you?" | innocently responded.

At this point | start to eat the nice juicy roast a fine finger food if
there ever was one and | notice Eli is getting a little green around
the gills guess it was my finger eating maybe it was the red meat?

"Well I'm going to make the party grow because it will grow if | am
chair and then we will have grown and will continue to grow because
we have grown." Or something to that effect Eli droned, getting not
only greener but even starting to look at me and at my Tennessee
Badge with not more than a little disgust and contempt - which |
notice.

Now | am getting upset. Who the hell is this pretty twit? And why
is he spouting off this nonsense and acting like | should support
him because he has been anointed by someone | am not particularly
thrilled with in the first place?

Seeing how thrilled Eli is with my table manners | endeavor to do
more of the same and get my fingers and hands real bloody - Eli
gets a bit greener and starts looking for an escape route.

Spying some folks he knows in the corner he gestures in that direct
and says "Oh there is someone | just have to talk to" it was this
dismissal, needless to say, | am even more thrilled with Eli.

Almost instantaneously it comes to me this twit ain't going to get
away that easily. As he is dashing off | say in a loud commanding
voice "Eli great to meet you!" and | thrust out my hand.

Now this is one weakness of all types who sub scum to politics they
will grasp any outstretched hand even one covered in beef blood
and beef fat as mine was. Just to press the point home | gave it my
best squeeze and kinda pumped the juice a little.

With some alacrity Eli strode away looking at his hand with an
expression of disgust and contempt coupled with a growing
recognition that he had been the but of a joke. He wiped his hand
on those expensive pants and disappeared in the crowd.

Thus the story of the meat shake, which became a running perhaps
the running joke of the convention, more than one person upon
shaking my hand was seen to surreptitiously glance at their palm,
particularly if they were an Eli supporter.

Anyway, that is how | remember it, and yes, it was petty. Maybe Eli
is just another Joe befuddled by the same folks who befuddled me.
Maybe it was totally uncalled for. Politics is a dirty game and no
way to run anything. Especially the Libertarian Party!
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Respect:

Ray Ledford is ready to respect
your liberties and your paycheck.

Defending You:

Ray Ledford is ready to defend your
rights and earnings from a state that
is all too willing to take them from you.

Ledford for Governor:

Ray Ledford is ready to be YOUR
Governor!

VOTE FOR:

RAY LEDFORD

B E R T A R

rGOVERNOR

For more information contact;
Friends to Elect Ledford - 4911 Frontage Rd NW
1 Cleveland, TN 37312-2986 - (423) 728-3720

ledford2002@mindspring.com - http://ledford2002.home.mindspring.com/
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From The Chair... By: Richard E. Pearl & Ray Ledford, LPTN Chair

Dear friends,

We are past due for the VOF, and although there is no shortage
of people willing to take the blame, the fact is that all of us have
been busy.

We've also had to endure the pain of seeing our State Chair,
Richard E. Pearl, Sr., pass away after battling a rare cancer. All
of this in the midst of tax protests, the National LP Convention,
and the August General elections, which saw our very own Heather
Scott win a seat on the Wilson County Commission.

I'm going to sandwich the timely portions of Richard Pearl's last
submission for this column between this and my final comments:

My friends,

It is again time for the VOF, and a time of sadness as two dedicated
workers for Liberty have decided that they need to step down from
their offices.

The most important thing an LP state chair needs is a good, strong
core of officers who do their jobs well in order for the party to have
any success at all. It is obvious to see that you have selected top
of the line people to serve as Vice Chair, Secretary, and Treasurer,
by the increase in our successes and public visibility over the last
few years. That is why it was with great sadness that | accepted
the resignations of our Secretary, Ramsey "Woody" Russell, and
our Treasurer, Monte Carroll, this winter. These two
men have worked tirelessly for Liberty and we are grateful for the
hard work and success they have brought the party. | know you
join me in wishing them both the best as they continue their fight
in different roles for a time. They both remain members of the
LPTN and will have roles to play in their local parties in the future.

So long, Woody and Monte. You will be missed.

On February 23, 69 Libertarians descended on Nashville for our
annual State Chairs conference. If | recall correctly, 41 states were
represented by either their Chair or Executive Director. Top staff
from National HQ were present to facilitate the meeting and answer
questions, but it was a meeting of, by, and for the chairs. The
LPTN hosted a hospitality suite and it was well received.

The Libertarian
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Steve Trinward provided his able assistance both day and night by
helping with meeting logistics during the day and showing our guests
the best of the Nashville music scene in the evenings. Joey King
and Ray and Helen Ledford were also big help during the meetings.
(You try to run all over the floor of a meeting room to be sure the
microphone is always in the right speaker’s face.) Dave Carew,
Heather Scott, and Desiree Huston were also very helpful
making visitors feel welcome and comfortable in the hospitality suite.
It would not have worked without their help.

A special thanks has to go to Jacqueline Passey Bartels, the Executive
Director for Washington state, who is the finest amateur bartender
| have ever had the opportunity to know. She volunteered to bartend
on the Friday night hospitality suite, and she made up the shopping
list to stock the bar. It was absolutely perfect. The Hospitality Suite
was a great success due, in large part, to her skills and hard work.
Thank you Jacqueline.
| am, as always, Yours in Liberty,
Richard

Much has happened since Richard wrote those words. After his
passing, many of us stepped forward to do what Richard had been
doing. Heather Scott replaced me as State Vice Chair. Steve
Trinward went on to seek and win the LNC Regional representative
position that Richard would have sought. The tax protests helped
defeat the proposed income tax. Several pro-tax legislators have
gone down in flames. Les Laughlin of Rutherford County
became our new Communications Director/Press Secretary when
we lost touch with Rod Smith.

And this party, rather than falter when Richard died, instead stepped
out with our heads held high, continuing the fight for Liberty in which
he had once led us. How fitting that the participants of his funeral
procession, at the request of Richard's loving family, honored this
tireless income tax protester. Rather than a silent, somber procession,
a long line of horn-honking vehicles instead followed Richard, bidding
him a fond, yet heartbreaking farewell.

On afinal note, | want to urge all of you to help support our candidates
in the November elections, either as a volunteer or through financial
contributions.

Pro libertate, Ray

For More Information:
Libertarian Victory Fund,
1306 West Craig Rd. #158,
North Las Vegas, NV 89032
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